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sas, Kansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Texas,
and California.

Natural gas is used extensively for indus-
trial purposes, and for heating and lighting
in private homes. As a fuel, it has excellent
calorific power, ranging from 920,000 to i,-
250,000 B.T.U. per 1,000 cubic ft., and is cheap
and convenient. The fields in the United
States are estimated about 10,000 sq. m. in
extent.

Natural History, in its widest and oldest
sense, includes all the concrete sciences, but
psychology and sociology have been elim-
inated at one end of the series, and physics
and chemistry and all their branches at the
other, with the result that natural history
has become synonymous with the science of
living things.

Naturalism, in Literature and Art, a
professed reproduction only of observable
facts, selected under no moral or aesthetic
prejudice, and therefore not distorted from
truth. It is usually identified with Realism,
and contrasted with Idealism, and in litera-
ture with Romanticism,

Naturalization is the process by which the
privileges of citizenship are conferred upon
aliens. In order to be naturalized in the
United States, an alien (eighteen years of
age or over) must file a declaration of inten-
tion to become an American citizen, and after
a continuous residence of at least five years,
he must file a petition for citizenship. The
next step consists of a hearing in open court,
when the applicant is examined in English
by the judge. If this examination is satis-
factory, the court admits the applicant to
citizenship and the oath of allegiance is ad-
ministered. As a final step, the clerk of the
court issues to the new citizen a certificate
of naturalization.

The naturalization of a father confers
citizenship on the minor children residing in
the United States. Formerly it carried with
it, also, the naturalization of the wife, but
in 1922, a law was enacted by Congress pro-
viding that the citizenship status of a mar-
ried woman should no longer follow that of
the husband, but that she should have the
privilege of naturalization, on compliance
with the requirements, on her own account.
Important amendments to the law were ap-
proved March 2, 1929; July 3,1930 (relating
to naturalization of women who have lost
their U. S. citizenship, etc.); May 25, 1932
(allowing deported aliens to re-enter the
U.S.).

Naturalization, U. S. Bureau of, a bu-

reau of the Department of Labor, Originally a
division of the Bureau of Immigration and
Naturalization, it was raised to the rank of
a bureau when the present Department of
Labor was created, March 4, 1913.

Natural Law, historically, a translation of
jus naturale in Justinian's Institutes; there
used as equivalent to jus gentium, or Law of
Nations. That is defined as 'what natural
reason appoints for all mankind/ discrim-
inated from each people's civil law; but this
was a misunderstanding due to Greek philos-
ophy. The error was both momentus and
fortunate; and the phrase has been a social
and institutional force of great energy and
efficiency through both positive law and pub-
lic feeling. In Rome, early jus gentium was
the skeleton law used in cases involving for-
eigners; taking from both native and foreign
codes their common elements, and omitting
local specialties. The great lawyers of the
Empire in the and and 3rd centuries fused
this 'common law of the world' (Ritchie)
with the theory of a natural law underlying
it and all actual systems; and their writings
made part of the great codifications undei
Justinian.

The ideas of natural right and law have
deeply modified all modern policies and poli-
tics. The most influential single source of
these was Locke, through his Treatise on
Civil Government (1689). But Christian
philosophy necessarily added to the old ma-
terials an ultimate derivation of everything
from God's will. Not till recent times was
the theory seriously assailed; then on two
main lines from three powerful authors.
Hobbes, in his Leviathan (1651), Montes-
quieu, in Esprit des Lois (1748), and Ben-
tham. In three great fields it has transformed
not only social speculation, but largely social
life itself: In politics, In social life, In law.

Natural Theology, the science which
treats of the evidence for the existence of
God revealed by nature. Natural theology
was represented hi Great Britain by Paley,
and in Germany by Wolff.

Nature Study is the simple observational
study of common natural objects and proc-
esses, for the sake of personal acquaintance
with the things which appeal to human in-
terest directly, and independently of rela-
tions to organized science. It should be dif-
ferentiated from natural science study, which
is the close, analytical, and synthetical study
of natural objects and processes, for the sake
of obtaining knowledge of the general prin-
ciples that constitute the foundations of